* 
8 


8 


- 


3 


: 4 * \ * 
3 


OF THE 


ADMINISTRATION, Ge. 


Shall not conſider the India Direction under the Influence of 
I any particular Man till the Year 1758, when moſt of the 
old Directors, wearied out with the continual Diſpute and 
Altercation which had been ſo frequent of late, quitted ; and 
the Lead devolved on that Director who had been the chief 
Promoter of the late Diſſentions. Mr. R——e's Chankter for 
Probity aud Difintereſtedneſs gave him ſome Weight, but he 
might rather be ſaid to ſhare the Trouble than the Power. 
B <3 Happily 
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- Happily for the new . Leaſe + thesNews.@f & the Victory or 
Plaſſe ey arrived ſoon after bis Victory over Mr. P=—e. This at 
once diſſipated all thoſe gloomy Apprehenſions which the im- | 
pending Ruin of the Company might have created. The great 
and ſucceſsful Efforts of the Company's' Sefvants, and of the 
| King's and Company's Forces, throughout India, facilitated: all 
his Meaſures; and his Adminiſtration borrowed a Luſtre from 
them, which it, by no Means deſerved : For grery one knows 
how little Aſſiſtance was received from Europe, till the Arrival 
of General Draper : Regiment, juſt before'the French raiſed the 
Siege of Fort Sr. George. A Gentleman, indeed, at the laſt 
General Court, arrogated to himſelf the Honour of having ex- 
tricated the Company from the Variety of Diſtreſſes they la- 
boured under; but, though I am willing to allow him the Me- 
rit that may be due to him, for the preſent State of their 
Affairs, yet, let us not blend his Name with thoſe of Lawrence, | 
Clive, Piggot, Draper, F orde, Coote, Caillaud, Preſton, Smith, 
Menſon, Carnac, Knox, and thoſe many valuable Servants of 
the Company, who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by a zealous Una- 


nimity for the public Service. 


India was, at this Time, full of valuable, faithfal, and ex- 
perienced Officers and Servants. Inſtead of rewarding their 
Merits, it ſeemed to. be a Study how to exaſperate and drive 
them out of India. Poſſibly a Reſiſtance was apprehended to 
the Plan, which ſeems to have been at this Time adopted, of 
founding abſolute Power at Home, on abſolute Power Abroad. 
This Spirit ſoon diſplayed itſelf all over India. Mi Bouchier 
was a ordered} to quit the Government of Bombay, aſter fifty Years 
| Service, 


, pe oe 9 
Service, | without any one Cauſe being afligned for it. The 
Letters from the Directors to Mauraſt, were exprefied in a moſt 
haughty and offenſive Style, overlooking every meritorious Ac- 
tion, * catching at every Opportunity to blame and diſap- 


prove: :— But the Gentlemen of Calcutta were the more im- 
mediate „ of their Reſentment. 


og 
1 
.. 


It i is to be obſerved, that a Spirit of 1 and ata 
reigns in that Settlement, which is unknown in other Parts of 
India; and this ariſes from the: extenſive Trade they enjoy, both 
with the inland Countries, and other Parts of India, (productive 
of a gteat Revenue, in Conſulage and other Duties, to the Com- 
pany) and partly, from the Independency which the Court of 
Juſtice eſtabliſhed there by Charter, has maintained; which 
is a great Barrier againſt the Oppreſſion of the Company and 
the Governor. This the Company have greatly checked in the 
other Settlements, by obliging them to elect their Mayor and 


Aldermen chiefly from among the Servants of the Company, 


who, depending on the Company's Service alone for their Sub- 
ſiſtence, are intimidated from giving ſuch free Decrees in Caſes 
where the Company, or Governor, are intereſted, as in Bengal; 
where a Property, independent of the Company, permits them 
greater Freedom of Action. The ſame Spirit makes them 


unwilling to ſubmit to the Wen Treatment of * 
Superiors | | 


The Gentlemen of Bengal experienced a new Spirit in the 
Adminiſtration at Home : Inſtead. of the Applauſe they naturally 
expected for the important Services they had rendered the 


Com- 
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. in reſtoring their Affairs from the Ruin and Confu- 
ſion, in which the Caprice and Cruelty of the Nabob Suraja 
Dowla had involved them, they found their Conduct and Cha- 
racters injuriouſly villified in the moſt opprobious Terms: 
Actions, which h ſprung from a real and ſincere Zeal for the pub- 
lic Good, were attributed . to the moſt infamous Motives, of 
which (but it would be entering into too minute a Detail of what 
every Proprietor, who is pleaſed to enquire, may be informed of) 
T could bring ſuch ſtrong and frequent Inſtances, as every Gentle- 
man would acknowledge inſupportable by Men of Honour. 


And this I may boldly aſcribe to the Leader ; for, a worthy 
Gentleman, then in the Direction, declared, at a General Court, 
that he had declined ſigning theſe Letters, and had fore- 
told their fatal Tendency. No Man of Merit eſcaped 
Colonel Clive, to whom, not the Settlement alone, but the 
Company, owed their Preſervation, had moſt Reaſon to be of- 
fended, both with their Language and their Meaſures ; and Co- 
lonel Forde, who, by the Expedition into the French Provinces, 
planned by Lord Clive alone, and executed by him with a Con- 
duct that leaves him ſecond to none of thoſe gallant Officers, 
who diſtinguiſhed themſelves in that Part of the World, was 
ſuperſeded and injuriouſly treated in their Letters, and by their 
Conduct at home; for, by their neglecting to ſolicit his Majeſ- 
ty's Pardon, for continuing in the Company's Service, after his 
Regiment was ordered home, he was ſtruck off the Liſt of Of- 
ficers. Nor was this all; — the Gentlemen of Bengal were ſu- 
perſeded in a Variety of Inſtances, without the leaſt Regard to 
Merit. The Senſe of theſe Injuries, and of the fatal Conſe- 

quences 


* * 70 


e that 5 reſult to the — from ſuch a Conduct, 
induced them to cloſe one o etters to the Directors with 


- the following Paragraph : 


« Having fully ſpoken to every Branch of your Affairs at this 
Preſidency, under the eſtabliſhed Heads, we cannot (conſiſtent 
with the real Anxiety we feel for the future Welfare of that re- 
ſpectable Body for whom you and we are in Truſt) cloſe this 
Addreſs, without expoſtulating, with Freedom, on the unpro- 
voked and general Aſperity of your Letters, per Prince Henry 
Packet. Our Sentiments on this Head, will, we doubt not, ac- 
quire additional Weight, from the Conſideration of their being 
ſubſcribed by a Majority of your Council, who are, at this Pe- 
riod, quitting your Service, and conſequently independent and 
diſintereſted. Permit us to ſay, that the Diction of your Letter 
is moſt.unworthy yourſelves and us, in whatever Relations con- 
ſidered, either as Maſters to Servants, or Gentlemen to Gentle- 
men. Mere Inadvertencies, caſual Negle&s (ariſing from an 
unavoidable and moſt complicated Confuſion in the State of your 
Affairs) have been treated in ſuch Language and Sentiments, as 
nothing but the moſt glaring and premeditated Frauds could 
warrant. Groundleſs Informations, without further Scrutiny, 
have borne, with you, the Stamp of Truth, tho' proceeding 
from thoſe who had therein obviouſly their own Purpoſes to ſerve, 
no Matter at whoſe Expence. Theſe have received from you 
ſuch Countenance and Encouragement, as muſt moſt aſſuredly 
tend to cool the warmeſt Zeal of your Servants, here and every 
where elſe; as they will appear to have been only the Source of 
general Reflections, thrown out at Random againſt your faithful 


C Servants 
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gervants of this preſideney, in vatjpus Parts of your Letter now 


before us. Faithful to littlb Purpoſe, if the Breath of Scandal, 
joined to private Pique . perſonal Attachments, have Power 
to blow away, in one Hour, the Merits of many Years Services, 


and deprive them of that Rank, and thoſe riſing Benefits, which 


are juſtly a Spur to their Integrity and Application. The little 


Attention ſhewn to theſe Conſiderations, in the indiſcriminate 
Favours heaped on ſome Individuals, and undeſerved Frowny 


on others, will, we apprehend, leſſen that ſpirited Zeal ſo very 


eſſential to the well-being of your Affairs, and conſequently in 
the End, if continued, prove the Deſtruction of them. Private 
Views may, and it is much to be feared will, take the Lead here 
from Examples at home, and no Gentleman hold your Service 
longer, nor exert themſelves further in it, than their own Exi- 
gencies require, This being the real preſent State of your Ser= 
vice, it becomes ſtrictly our Duty to repreſent it in the ſtrongeſt 
Light, or we ſhould, with little Truth, and lefs Propriety, ſub- 
ſcribe ourſelves, 


May it pleaſe your Honours, 
Your moſt faithful and moſt 
Obedient humble Servants, 


Robert Clve, Thomas Boddam, 
Charles Manningham, Charles Staff. Playdell, 
Richard Beecher, William B. Sumner, 
William Frankland, William M*Gwyre, 
Ino. Zeph. Holivell, Jobn Cooke. 


William Macket, 
At 


t 
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At the ſame Time the þ ning Gentlemen quitted the 


bas a 
Colonel Clive, 
Colonel Forde, 
Mr. Manningbam, ad of Council. 
Mr. Beecher, za of Council. 
Mr. Frankland, 5th of Council. 
Mr. Macket, th of Council. 
Mr. Boddam, 7th of Council. 
Mr. Cooke, gth of Council. 
Mr. Scrafton, next to Council. 


Of theſe Gentlemen, two only could be faid to have voluntarily 


quitted on Account of their Health ; the reſt were driven out of 
the Service, becauſe it was incompatible with their Honour to 
continue in it, not only for the injurious. and unmerited Re- 
flections caſt upon their Characters, but for being ſuperſeded by 
thoſe, in whom they had no Reaſon to believe any ſuperior Me- 
rit ; for the Point of Honour, in that Service is, to ſucceed, by 
regular Gradations, to the higher Stations, if their Behaviour 

proved not unworthy of it. | 


The Conſequence of theſe Reſignations was, that the Govern- 
ment devolved on Mr. Hokuel/: — The Succeſſion to the Coun- 
Ci] to very young Servants : — The Authority of the Directors 
was loſt, by their Abuſe of it, and the preſent Adminiſtration 
was univerſally deteſted in the Settlement. Such were the Ac- 
tions relative to the Affairs abroad, which  ignalized the firſt 
Year of the new Adminiſtration, FR 


— 


ns ö 

At Home thars- ſprung a new and fatal Abuſe of Power i in 
having every Affair of Importance prepared i in the ſelect Com- 
. mittee, in the forming of which great Care was taken to have 
no refractory Spirits; Orders were iſſued, figned by them only, 
againſt the Laws of the Company, which gave Validity to no 
Orders but what are ſigned by thirteen Directors; and the 
Leader in this Committee commenced a private Correſ pondence 
with the Servants all over India. 


It may be well imagined, the Number of Gentlemen who 
had been diſgraced Abroad, came Home full of Reſentment. 
They had, indeed, expreſſed themſelves much more freely in 
their Diſcourſe than in their Letters; and had declared, they im- 
puted the Injuries they had received to one Man only. To ward 
off all the Dangers of a Storm, ſo naturally to be apprehended, 
this Leading Director firſt endeavoured to appeaſe Colonel Cliue, 
by aſſuring him, he was by no Means ſtruck at in their Letters 
to Bengal :— That they concluded he muſt have left India be- 
fore thoſe Letters arrived :— That they were too ſenſible of the 
eminent Services he had rendered the Company, to be capable of 
any Injuſtice towards him :— With ſuch Kind of Language as 
would naturally make an Impreſſion on a Gentleman, as remark- 


able for Good-Nature as for his more ſhining Qualities. 


Thus was Lord Clive pacified ; but for the ret, their Reſent- 
ment was vain againſt an united Direction. From this Time, 
however, there is no Doubt but the Leader foreſaw he mult 
one Day expect an Oppoſition, from the numerous and formi- 
dable Body of thoſe he had injured. He, therefore, turned his 
| Thoughts 


= 


8 
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Thoughts to the forming a | irong proprietary Intereſt, and ſeem- 
ed determined to keep every Gentleman out of the Direction, 
who might pretend to rival him in Knowledge of the Com- 
pany's Affairs; and as the Influence and Reputation of Colonel 


Clive might one Day turn againſt him, be began to inſinuate 
thoſe injurious Reflections, which afterwards _—_ in the 


public Papers. 


The next Step was to give a Looſe to Revenge, and to con- 
vince. the Gentlemen Abroad, that neither Colonel C/ve's, nor 
their own Merit, ſhould protect them againſt an all- powerful 
Leader at Home; every Man who had ſigned the Letter before- 
mentioned, was turned out, and ordered out of India: And 
further, to ſhew, that neither Character, nor paſt Services, 
were to avail, Meſſieurs Manningham and Frankland, two old 
and valuable Servants, who were not yet atrived- in Europe, 
though known to have left India, were ordered away from what- 
ſoever Part of India they might be in: And this was done, not- 
withſtanding the moſt earneſt Solicitations from Colonel Clive, 
and the Friends of thoſe Gentlemen, and Well-Wiſhers to the 
Company; one of whom remonſtrating on the fatal Conſequences 
which might attend ſo violent a Meaſure, told the Great Di- 
rector, © it would make the Company's Affairs run wild; that ſo 
many of the ſenior Servants had periſhed in the Black- Hole, that 
none but very young People were to ſucceed.” But the Conſi- 
deration of the Company's Intereſt could not avail againſt the 
Reſentment of a Man armed with ſuch Power, and the follow- 
ing Gentlemen were added to the Number of the Proſcribed; 
viz, Mefficurs Sumner, M*Guire, Holwell, and Playdell, 127 
1 One 
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One of + dna Abe, ages, Geld a 


Favour, the others could not; '&-poſitive;Affurance that he ſhould | 


Mr. Playdell were obliged to quit Indie imniediatcly ; and as a 


Sentleman in the Direction had inſimuated to Mr. Farfttart, 


that he owed his Government to him; or, to uſe his own 
Words, He was his earthly Creator, he thought he had 
pretty well ſubdued the Spirit of Liberty in Bengal. But though 


Mr. Yanfittart was received in the Settlement with great Cordia- 


lity, and his ſuperſeding the Servants there, acquieſced in, yet, 
the Revolution he effe@ted within three Months of his Arrival, 
divided the Settlement into two Parties. 


1 ade, Pak mentioned, that a ly offenſive Letter had 
been wrote to Fort St. George; it met with as ſpirited an An- 
ſwer, but more guarded in the Expreſſion. Mr. Piggot's Cha- 


racter was the Barrier, which preſerved the Gentlemen there 


from Reſentment ; but a ſtrict Enquiry was made after the Pen- 
man of the Letter, and could he have been diſcovered, would 


undoubtedly have been ſacrificed. But the Appointment of the 
Reverend Mr. Pall to the Government of Fort St. George, was 


a ſufficient Indication to the Servants of that Settlement, where 
the Power lay at Home ; for this Gentleman was entirely out of 


the Line of Succeſſion, but had an Intereſt in the Weſt of 


England. 


The only independent Man amongſt thoſe injured by this Ap- 
pointment, were Mr. Andrews, and Mr. Smith, and they imme- 


diately reſigned ; the reſt were forced to ſubmit. As for Bom- 
bay, 
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be re-inſtated, which being denied to che beſt, Mr. Sumner and . 
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e Ceading-Strings of Mr.  Sp——r. 
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It was thought neceſſuy, Wagahe Man bo el to a deſ- 


— 


was in 


potic Sway in the India Direction, ſhould have Weight at both 
» in- f 


Ends of the Town. The Recommendation of Mr. P— 
duced the Chairman to make a Journey into Devonſhire. And 
at this critical Time it was found for the Intereſt of the Com- 
pany, to Purchaſe a great Quantity of Aſbburton Long Ells. 
During his long Attendance in the Weſt, every Thing was ſent 
down for his Approbation, and at two hundred Miles Diſtance, he 
dictated the minuteſt Order relative to the Company; fo there is 
no Wonder the People of that Country ſhould ſay, The India 
Company was come down amongſt them. - Notwithſtanding theſe 
extraordinary Efforts, the End of this Journey proved fruitleſs ; 


but a great Perſon then coming into Power, obtained for the 
Leader the Object of his Wiſhes in another Quarter. 


Almoſt the whole of the Appointments, both foreign and do- 


meſtic, now devolved on one Man ; and all were diſpoſed of 


with a View either to a miniſterial or proprietary Power. There 
ſeemed to be but one Cloud in the whole Proſpect: This was, 
how to have the Settlement of Bengal in due Obedience. Mr. 
Vanſittart was to be relied on; but the oppoſite Party being 
headed by Mr. Amyatt, and Major Carnac, two Gentlemen of 
the faireſt Character, it ſeemed to acquire Strength. For the 
preſent, the Revolution of the Year 1760, was vigorouſly adopt- 
ed, a Great Director loudly declaring, it eclipſed the Glories of 
Plajjey, and inſtilled into the Minds of the Directors his own 


Frejudices againſt all who ſeryed the Company in that Settle- 


ment, 


12 


4-4 

* Thoſe Wretches of Bengal have ruffled my Te 
How different this, from the Conduct of thoſe Gendieth 
who hall the Lend r' the Direction, when the fatal News ar- 
rived of the Loſs of all the Bengal Settlements! Inſtead of at- 
tending to the mutual Recriminations of the Servants in their 
public and private Letters, (which aroſe from the Suddenneſo 
and the unexpected Manner in which that Calamity came upon 
them, and made them ſeek a Cauſe in their Conduct, which had 
really none but the wanton Caprice of a young Tyrant) they 
treated the Governor with great Lenity, and recommended it to 
Mo the reſt of the Council to ſhew their Zeal for the Company, 
| 85 by unanimouſly concurring in every Meaſure to retrieve their 
$ * Affairs; and by this wiſe Conduct they eſtabliſhed that Har- 
57 3 mony, which reigned uninterruptedly, until the. violent Mea- 


ſures from Home inflamed their Minds, 


Ihe Gentlemen who had thus heedleſsly thrown this ex- 
1 orbitant Power into one Man's Hands, began to ſee how much 
the Company's Affairs were made ſubſervient to him; and Mr. 
R——+5 remonſtrated ſtrongly againſt the uncommon Power ex- 
erted of late Years by the ſecret Committee, which was origi- | 
nally eſtabliſhed for no other Purpoſe than in Time of War, 
giving Signals and ſecret Inſtructions to Captains of Ships ; but 
now become a Cabinet Council, where every Thing is prepared 
for the Directors to ſign, rather than approve. Such a Remon- 
ſtrance offended a Gentleman in the Direction fo much, that 
though there was a great outward Friendſhip between them, he 
wrote to a Friend at Bombay, © There mult be a Rupture be- 
« tween Mr. R 
« Proprictors will ſupport me.“ The 


s and me; but you may be aſſured the 
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The ſame Gentleman now thought fit to give the Miniſtry a 


convincing Proof of his Power, by bringing to the Court of 
Directors a Plan, ready prepared, for an Expedition againſt the 


47 


| Manillas. Though the ſtrongeſt Remonſtrances were made 


againſt it, evidently ſhewing it could not (however ſucceſsful in 
the Execution) be productive of the leaſt Advantage to the 
Company; — that ſuch a Diverſion of our Naval and Land 
Forces might encourage the fallen French to ſhew themſelves 
again in India; — that ſome Country Power might diſturb us, 
weakened as we thus ſhould be z—that even the Acquiſion was 
pernicious ; — beſides, that a Peace was probably at Hand, when 
it would be delivered up.—Theſe Remonſtrances all proved in- 
effectual.— Were I to reveal the only Argument, put in com- 
petition . with theſe truly prophetic Remonſtrances, it might 
indeed be ſaid, that ſome Director was poſſeſſed of a magic 
Power to delude the Minds of Men, 


The Plan was purſued and ſucceſsfully executed, but what 
were the Conſequences? A vaſt expence; a great Diverſion of 
our Forces, of whom many periſhed in the Expedition ; a very 
dangerous and alarming War now exiſting, and requiring our 
whole Force to Act in the Field: Whilſt the French Ships once 
more ſhewed themſelves in Indra, and but for a very fortunate 
Circumſtance, would have taken every Engh/h Ship that failed 
out of the Ganges. 


I come now to that extraordinary Period, when a great Direc- 
tor thought fit to quit for a Year without any Prejudice to his 
Power. The firſt Part of it was dedicated to an aſſiduous At- 
E tendance 
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| made with France reſpecting the Company, they were already 
ſettled at Paris. And it ſoon after appeared, that the Treating 


man acknowledged in the General Court, that it was upon his 


7 
tendance on the Miniſtry and Parliament; for it is too much a 
received Maxim, that one Director at leaſt ſhould have a per- 
ſonal Intereſt with the Miniſtry, for which I really ſee no Ne- 
ceflity, whilſt they have nothing to aſk incompatible with the 
public Good. Early in this Year the Negociation with France 
began; a Gentleman out of the Direction took the Lead, and 
made himſelf conſidered at the Weſt-End of the Town, as the 
Dictator to the Eaſt ; with this Advantage, that being out of the 
Direction, he could not be reſponſible for their Meaſures: I 
am not at liberty to communicate the Particulars of this dark 


Scene, and therefore ſhall repeat here, only what was mentioned 
in the General Court, that though a Shew was made of con- 


ſulting ſome Gentlemen, whoſe Rank and Experience entitled 
them to that Deference ; yet they were told, it was probable at 
the very Time they were deliberating on the Terms to be 


with the Directors, was but to force them to approve of —— 
what? —a Treaty already ſettled, which with a Stroke of the 
Pen would have blaſted the Fruits of our long Struggles through 
a glorious and ſucceſsful War. When the confuſed and blunder- 
ing Preliminary Article appeared, it occaſioned a general Mur- 
mur; and by ſuch Arts as few Men dare put in Practice, the 
Clamour was directed againſt Mr. Re, who afterwards pub- 
licly vindicated himſelf greatly to his Honour : And it was Lord 
Clive, who by his Remonſtrances ſaved thoſe Conqueſts, his 


Sword had ſo great a Share in acquiring; a Miniſterial Gentle- 


Lordihip's Application the Preliminary was altered, and the 
. — —_ , - Yohnitiue 


. 
Definitive Article was obtained from the Court of France by the 
ſteady Perſeverance of our Embaſſador. 


The Diſputes on this Occaſion became entirely a Party 
Affair; and one Party triumphed ſo completely over their Ad- 
verſaries, that not one of their Liſt obtained a Seat in the Direc- 


i tion; and now we ſhall ſee the Uſe made of this Power. The 
Plan of abſolute Authority at Home and Abroad was imme- 


diately reſumed, ſetting no Bounds either to Partiality or Re- 
fentment. The many injurious Attacks on Lord Cl/ive's Charac- 
tor during the Conteſt, were immediately followed by an At- 
tack upon his Fortune, with which his Lordſhip has informed 

the World in his Addreſs to the Proprietors ; which, notwith- | 


landing the Aſſurances from the Chair at the General Court, 


remains as yet unanſwered, and will, I believe, for ever remain 
ſo; the ſame Violence which dictated the Meaſure will be exert- 
ed to ſupport it; and the Proprietors, though they deteſt the 
Act, muſt contribute their Proportion in the Expence of this 
unjuſt Proſecution of the moſt valuable Servant they ever had, 
and which, if ſuffered to go on, will probably be at laſt decided 
againſt them, and remain a ſtanding Example to their Servants 


7 of the Ingratitude of their Employers. 


Here we ſee Reſentment depriving a worthy Man of his un- 
doubted Right to 4, 30,000 per Annum, to which the Company 
do not even pretend a Claim: Whilſt on the other Hand, we 
ſee another Gentleman rewarded with a Commiſſion quite un- 
precedented of Two and a Half per Cent on the Company's 
Revenues, (amounting to {15000 per Annum) together with 
the 


( 20 ) 
the Arrears of two Years, as the Reward of Meaſures, which 
were far from being generally approved; — and indeed, if that 
Gentleman does not, when he comes Home, defend them bet- 


ter than his Friends have done for him, I 21 they never 1 
be approved. . 


This was not the only Inſtance of a Profuſion of the Com- 
pany's Money. As it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe! Mr. Piggot was | 
come away, and Mr. Palk in the Government of Fort St. George, 
a Commiſſion was alſo decreed 'him of Two and a.Half per | 
Cent, on the Debt due from the Nab3b of the Carnatic, amount- 
ing to a Million Sterling: And that the Perſecution of the un- 
happy Settlement of Bengal might keep Pace with Power, Mr. 
Spencer was now ordered from Sixth in Council at Bombay, to 
Third in Council at Bengal; and in Caſe of his Refuſal, one 
Price was ordered from the ſame FaQtory. Sure Prelude of the 
Diſgrace, that worthy but unfortunate Gentleman, Mr. Amyatt, 


was to expect, 


Other Objects of Partiality were, an Agent at Buſſorab, by 
whom the Company loſt £30,000; and the Governor of the 
Weſt Coaſt how worthy of it, let the Proprietors en- 
quire, 


This was the Conduct reſpecting Affairs abroad: At home 
the Company's whole Power was exerted to obtain a Proprietary 
Intereſt. To ſecure one great Proprietor, a Voyage was ob- 
tained, which on the moſt moderate Computation, muſt be a 


Loſs to the Company of, from 10 to 1 5001. To ſerve other 
Friends, 


. 
1 
Th 


pas 

riends, fix Ships were ordered to touch at Madeira, to take in 
ines (for which one alone ſufficed in former Years) to the 
Preat Loſs of the Company, in Freight and Demurrage, beſides 
4 ie Riſk attending the prolonging of the Voyage ; and many 
cher Inſtances of Partiality and Profuſion, probably the pro- 
niſed Rewards of the Support met with in the preceding Year. 
n all this, there was no Oppoſition from the Gentlemen in the 
Direction: Many yielded theſe Points up, out of Compliance to 
Man whoſe great Aſſiduity entitled him to a Preference; others 
1 Weared their Leader's Power, and Conſequence of his Reſentment ; 


= dut impatient to have all Iadia ſubjugated, the laſt Stroke was 


ow put to the Perſecution of the Gentlemen of Bengal, by 
Miſmiſſing from the Service Mr. Amyatt, Major Carnac, and 
leſſicurs Jobnſtone, Hay, Batſon, and Watts; and to make the 
A Ferror complete, two Factors and two Writers were ſelected as 
4 :xamples; all Men of unblemiſhed Characters, three of whom 
ad riſked their Lives in many Actions. 


Mr. Spencer was appointed to ſucceed to the Chair of Bengal. 
lere ten of the Gentlemen in the Direction diſſented, who 
3 rembled for the Conſequences of ſuch a Superceſſion, and the 
Piſunion it muſt unavoidably create in that already diſtracted 
2 Pettlement, as well as from the Effects of that Gentleman's In- 
3 experience: Nay, indeed, they had only one Gentleman's Word 
f ; o believe, that Mr. Spencer would accept it; which many 
1 ſtrong Reaſons induced them to think he would not; and if he 
declined it, the Government was then to devolye on whom ? 
Jon one Price, alſo of Bombay, for whole Integrity and Abilities 
(chough often demanded in General Courts) no one ſtood forth 
F to 
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(22) 
to anſwer; and this in Preference to Mr, Sumner, who conſider. 
ed it as his Right, in Point of Rank, and had merited it by 4 
long Courſe of faithful and approved Services, at that very Set- 


tlement. 


During this Diſpute arrived the fatal News of the unhappy} 
State of Bengal, now probably become the Theatre of a long 3 
and bloody War. The fatal Conſequences to be apprehended þ 
from ſuch Meaſures as had been taken, began to alarm the Pro- | 
prietors. A general Court was called, —I am ſorry to call i in | 
Queſtion the Candour of the Gentlemen in the Direction: | 
muſt believe they were miſled. — They pretended to lay before | 
us all the Tranſactions, on which they grounded the late Diſmiſ—- 
fions and Appointments.— But where was their Candour, when : 
they omitted every Paper, which might tend to the Juſtification Þ 
of the unhappy Gentlemen; ſome of whom had loſt their Lives | 
in the Service; others then fighting for the very Men, who had 
diſgraced them? Were not whole Paragraphs omitted in the Body 1 
of Letters read to us? And what Struggles had we with two 
learned Pleaders to obtain any Papers we called for ! What was 
the Reſult? What Crime appeared againſt them? Was it the 
Trade they carried on in the Country? That was common to } 
all; Mr. Yanfittart was the deepeſt engaged in it: Nor did it 
appear criminal, or any Breach of Duty to the Company. Was | 
it from the Difapprobation of the Treaty of Commerce made ; 
by Mr. Yanfittart ? That ſeemed to be condemned by the ge- F 

eral Voice of the whole Settlement— by every Gentleman of 
Experience in the Affairs of India, then preſent at the general 
Courts, both within the Bar and without. — by even Mr. Vagſit- 
tart 


( 23.) 
tart himſelf, whoſe Minutes were read, wherein he acknow- 
ledged the Errors of it. The brave and ſucceſsful Officer, Ma- 
jor Carnac, a Gentleman of known Honour, was, indeed, diſ> - 
miſſed for giving his Opinion in Council, when called upon; 
and the reſt ſeem all to have ſuffered for differing in Opinion 
with the Governor: A Crime, which ſeemed common to 
Meſſieurs Yerelf and Cartier, both of the Council, and to the 
whole Settlement, except one Man. 


Thus were fix worthy Men, at once, added to the Number 
of the Proſcribed; and to theſe I muſt add the two laſt named; 
for unleſs the Apprehenſions of Ruin may have broken their 
Minds, I am ſure they will not ſubmit to the Indignity of be- 
ing ſuperſeded (eſpecially by Gentlemen from Bombay) or defire 
to be exempted from a Puniſhment, to which their Conduct 
expoſed them in common with the reſt. What then is like to 
be the Condition of this unhappy Settlement? Every unbiaſſed 
Proprietor was ſtruck with a Senſe of the Danger it was in, and 
with one common Voice called upon Lord Clive to go Abroad, 
veſted with the Command Civil and Military, 


His Lordſhip, thus called upon, declared he ſhould not de- 
cline the Honour done him, whenever he ſaw a united Direction 
well diſpoſed towards him ; but obſerved, how incompatible it 
would be with his Honour, and with the Views he had to the 
public Good, to go Abroad while the Direction at Home re- 
mained under the Influence of a Man, who had been his open 
or concealed Enemy, ever ſince he had been in England; with 
many other Arguments it now would be unneceſſary for me to 
re- 


(4) 

repeat, as the Public have already ſeen his Lordſhip's ſpirited 
and manly Letter to the Directors. But I muſt add one Reaſon 
for keeping Mr. ——— out of the Direction, as it naturally 
reſults from that Gentleman's Conduct towards the Bengal Ser- 
vants, which is, That as long as he remains in Power, the Com- 
pany muſt not expect either Stability to their Affairs, or Una- 

nimity-will prevail in that Settlement. The Minds of People 
abroad are too much embittered againſt him, ever to repoſe any 
Confidence in him, and though Loni Clive might diſpoſe them 
to a unanimous and chearful Concurrence under him for the 

public Good, yet Confuſion would return the Moment he ſhould 
leave them, as they would be expecting Revenge and Diſgrace by 
every Ship. 


I am ſorry to have been forced to ſpeak fo freely; ſome of 
the Directors are undoubtedly Gentlemen of Senſe and Merit; 
but when it is conſidered by what wonderful Arts Mr, P—— 
was drove out of the Direction, and afterwards Mr. R——, 
and the Clamour raiſed againſt a Man of his Probity, they may 
confeſs themſelves deceived. 


It is well known how great a private Correſpondence is car- 
ried on with People in India, their Letters are often produced as 
Evidence: Falſe Conſtructions, Miſ-repreſentations — ſuch as 
for Example, when the Inexperience of Mr. Spencer in the 
Affairs of Bengal was urged, it was replied, That “he could 
* not ſurely be deemed inexperienced, who was ſo converſant 
in the Affairs of Debli and Sittarab.” This might paſs with 
Men totally deſtitute of all Geographical Knowledge; but the 

: Ab- 


reer 
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Abſurdity was notorious to every Gentleman who had been in 
the Country. I only mention this as an Inſtance familiar to us; 
or, if that be not Proof, we all know, the vile and artful In- 
ſinuations flung out againſt Lord Clive, and the Effect they had 
on the Ignorant, till his Lordſhip thought fit to Anſwer them. 
Let every Director lay his Hand to his Heart and declare, whe- 
ther he would have concurred in ſtopping his Jagbire, had it 
appeared to him in the Light it now does: Or let any Gentle- 
man now in Direction, converſe with People of Experience, 
and try, whether he can then approve his own Conduct in 
q having ſet his Hand to the Ruin and Diſgrace of ſo many Men 
of Worth and Merit, as have been proſcribed in Bengal ſince the 
W Year 1758 ; more, I believe, than ſince the Commencement of 
che Company to this Time put together. 

| 

To what Motives are we to aſcribe ſuch a Perſecution, and 
ſuch Violations of the regular Rules of the Service; one un- 
doubtedly was by removing Spencer from Bombay, to make 
Room for the Son- in-Law of Governor Law, to the Preſidency 
of that Settlement a ſtronger, was to have a Governor and 
Committee from whom an Obedience might be expected at 
Bengal, that they concur in every Meaſure to deprive Lord 
Clive of his Jaghire, a Mark of Obedience that could not be 
expected from thoſe of the Settlement, where Lord Clive is 
F | eſteemed their Benefactor and Preſerver: And an unforgiv- 
ing Temper feels and remembers the Freedom with which 
one Gentleman's Conduct and Character are treated in 


Bengal, 


G Had 


Had not . ahi * Reaſori/to 
think Mr. Piggor would have been ordered from Fort Se. George, 
to make Way for Mr. Palk, and Mr. Crommelin from Bombay, 
to make Room for Mr. Hodges; and thus the Plan of abſolute 
Power at Home and Abroad would have been effected, and 
when the Meaſures taken ſhould produce a i” ( 
the Author of- them . retire, fort 0 a. | 


Let us now examine the preſent State of the Compebiys $ 
Affairs abroad and at home, and fairly give Merit where it 
is due. If any Man claims the Merit of the War broke out. on 
the Choromandel Coaſt, which is certainly to be deduced ou 
the Expedition to the Manillas, let him have it. 


At Bengal a War broke out ; the Settlements 8 by 
their own Diſſentions; every valuable Man expelled the Ser- 
vice; abſolute Power given to Mr. Y——— to Act indepen- 
dant of his Council; and if he is come away, the Govern- 
ment falls to Spencer, or Price, both Strangers, without Expe- 
rience, hated by the Settlement, as the Favourites of their 


Patron here, and as People ſet over them in Violation of 1 


Juſtice. 


At Bombay, all remain in perfe& Submiſſion to their great 
Ditator.; they have all the happy Proſpe& before them of be- 
ing ſent to govern Provinces and Kingdoms, on the fame deſ- 
potic Principles under which they and their Patron have been 
educated. 5 


At Home a divided Direction, divided Proprietors, a Debt of 


£400,000, due to Shipping and Trades People, Stocks fallen, 
Bonds 
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Bonds at Diſcount, to the great Detriment of public Credit, 
and an unuſual Alarm throughout the Kingdom. When the 
Proprietors, ſtruck with a Senſe of the Danger of their Pro- 
perty, called aloud for Lord Clive to go Abroad. This great 
Leader ſeemed inſenſible to the Company's Preſervation, made 
ſuch Objections as he could, and when they had failed, he and 

is Colleagues inſtead of ſending. to Lord Clive to defire to 
confer with him on the Meaſures neceſſary to be taken for 
me public Good, coldly informs him, they are ready to pre- 
pare ſuch Acccomodation as his Lordſhip may require. And at 
the laſt General Court, at the very Moment a Gentleman was 
declaring his fincere Deſire of an Accomodation with Lord 
Clive, his Friend, Sir J. Hodges, had in his Hand a Motion, 
meant to deprive us of his Lordſhip's Services. 


Was this the Way to Effect that Unanimity we fo earneſtly 
with for? What is that has cauſed theſe violent Diſſentions 
at Home? Why was Mr. P—e forced out of the Direction? 
Why Mr. R—e? And laſtly, why is it made ſo uneaſy to Mr. 
A———, that he cannot continue in it? It indicates ſome 
overbearing Spirit that can bear no Controul ; if there is ſuch 
a one, let us exclude him from it; and by eſtabliſhing Una- 
nimity at Home, remove that Obſtacle to the only Remedy, 
we can apply to our preſent Evils; give Lord Clive Reaſon to 
hope he ſhall be firmly ſapported, in the great Meaſures he 
has in View, for the re-eſtabliſhing Unanimity and Tranquility 
abroad, and for fixing the Company's Trade and Poſſeſſions on 
ſuch a ſolid Baſis, that we may be no more expoſed to ſuch 


repeated Alarms for our whole Property, 
| | Since 
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5 the en went 70 Lg Preſs, Advices are arrived that 
confirm the N of the Gentlemen, wbo have called the late 
General Courts, and reſbefling the Conduct of Aﬀairs at Home 
'. 0d Abroad. .. : | Rs þ 1 00 


H E er given to the Governer, in "a, not 
the Effect of Faction, or of Avarice ; but a well-ground- 
5 Senſe of the Dangers reſulting from the extravagant Powers 
given into the Nabed's Hands, by the Mong beer Treaty, and 

from the Preparation the Nabob had been making for the laſt 
three Years, which they juſtly predicted were againſt the Eng- 


liſh. 


No ſooner had the Governor made the Conceſſions which ap- 
pear in the Mongheer Treaty, than the Nabob, either deeming 
it the Effect of Fear, or convinced he ſhould be protected in 
every Meaſure by his Friends in Calcutta, determined to con- 
vince his Subjects of the State of Humiliation to which he had 
brought us, he inſtantly iſſued out Orders of the moſt oppreſſive 
Nature, forbidding all Intercourſe with us, or thoſe employed 

by us, in ſome Places, forbidding us even the Uſe of Fire and 
Water, at one of our Factories, and encouraging his People to 
every Act of Violence. 


The Governor, at laſt convinced of his Error, acknowledged 
ul the Propricty of the Council's Refuſal to confirm it ; but was 
3 nevertheleſs perſuaded the Nabob would yield thoſe Points up 
1 that were the moſt complained of, but he was ſoon undeceived. 
va Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay were ſent to confer with Coffim Ally 


Can, 
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Cawn, at Mongheer, A vet a 00m Treu with bim. 1 

no repeat the Words of a Letter from a Gentleman. i in Council 
df very fair Character, and. who has been a ſteady Oppoſer of 
the political Syſtem, from the depoſing Meer Faffer, to the 
Period I am Writing of: © Mr. Anyatt ſoon. after his Arrival, 
became ſenfible of the Danger he was in, and from the 
10 Whole of the Nabob's Behaviour, and the formidable Pre- 
_ *- parations that every where appeared, was convinced he in- 
W -* tended u very ſpecdy Rupture. He found himſelf reviled 
« whenever he went Abroad, inſulted in the Nabob's Pre- 

* ſence, who only replied in taunting, ſcoffing Terms, to the 
| © Regulations propoſed to him they found their Liberty gone, 
* and that they were no better than State Priſoners. Mr. 
© Amyatt wrote his Sentiments to the Council at Calcutta, of 
oy the Nabobꝰs fixed Intention to come to a ſpeedy Rupture; 
« that he looked on the Safety of himſelf, and the Gentlemen 


* became 


d | 

e“ with him, as very precarious; but deſired them to have no 
d WF © Regard to that, but to act as they thought moſt conſiſtent 
d WF © with the Intereſt and Honour of the Nation.” The Sequel 


the Public are already acquainted with, I mean in this ſhort 
| how little theſe worthy Servants have 
deſerved the Treatment they have met with, and to ſhew how 
the Directors have been deceived by the Arts of a Man, who 
never lets any Thing appear but in the Light he would have it. 
Nor can he refrain from the Practice of theſe Arts, even now 
1 be has brought on himſelf lo general a Cenſure.— Did it 
H not 
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| Motion, to > call ir in Me: A. Gurte, late kind in Council, at Bengul, 


' tereſt. alone their Object, and let them now adopt ſome Pian 
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ood Authority; who could | vir thr ny Man 
fitting ir thit''Direion, "ſhould dare te put a Negative 'ori'a 


who arrived in the laſt Ship. to receive from him ſuch Informa- 
tion as he mi icht have to lay before them, reſpecting the State of 
Afairs, in Bengal, when he left it. Whether their Diſſentions 
had ceaſed fince the Revolution in Favour of Meer Fafer ? And 
how the Appointment of Spencer and Price would be received ? 
Yet, there was a Man, who dared oppoſe fo juſt a Motion, be- 
cauſe it would: influence the Election, if, at ſuch a Time as 
this, a Man dare act in ſuch a Manner. What may be ex- 
pected, ſhould he find a Support from the Pro n. after 
ſuch an _ Declaration of his Principles, nt zu a te e 


Would the Proprietors eſtabliſh Unanimity at Home, and 
give Stability to the Company's Affairs abroad, let them chuſe 
a Set of Directors, who are likely to make the Company's In- 


for the future Government of their Affairs abroad. 


Let the ableſt Men. in the Ewigi conſulted on it; 
them fix the Boundaries of our tertitorial or commercial 


Syſtem ;. judge how far it may be proper to extend either, con- 


ſiſtent with that Permanency we all deſire; that we may be no 
more expoſed to thoſ 2 continual Appichention of our whole 


Property ; and if 0 Clive can be * on to 8⁰ Abroad, 
BY let 


Fig 


| 


ah N * % dit had 

let him have 65 F of e political Syſtem of 
India ; we know his Zeal for the Company, his Abilities, and 
his moderate Uſe of Power; we have every Thing to hope 
from him, and Nothing to fear: To put Mr. in 
ompetition with him, is to ſhew very little Senſe of che Ser- 
ices his Lordſhip has already dove, or may be expected from 


aim. 
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